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November 19th, 2024

Exactly one year ago today, a helicopter carrying armed Houthis landed on the deck of the Galaxy
Leader. The crew was held at gunpoint and the ship was hijacked. This attack not only marked the
start of a troubled period in the Red Sea but also the start of a now year-long nightmare for the

crew.

While the attacks succeeded each other in the area, the attention for the crew is slowly ebbing
away. Every 19th of the month, the Royal Association of Netherlands Shipowners pauses to reflect
on the terrible situation they find themselves in. The crew must not be forgotten!

The Mare Liberum is coming under increasing pressure in this regard. For instance, Annet Koster
was recently a guest on Nieuwsuur to explain why the Houthis' are sending threatening emails to
Dutch shipowners and others. The forcible claiming of seas must be stopped and the Mare Liberum

must be protected.

And the crew of the Galaxy Leader? They have been held hostage for 365 days now. We do not
forget them. The entire crew must be released immediately!

‘It seems incredible that a year has passed and the crew of
the Galaxy Leader are still being held hostage. Innocent
seafarers and families who have had their lives irrevocably
changed by geopolitical forces wholly out of their control.”

GUY PLATTEN, INTERNATIONAL CHAMBER OF SHIPPING



Related items...

Revision of Maritime ETS offers opportunities, but much still needs to be worked out

The KVNR has taken note of the proposal presented today by the European Commission for
the revision of Maritime ETS. The Commission aims to strengthen incentives for the...

17-07-2026



https://kvnr.nl/en/news/revision-of-maritime-ets-offers-opportunities-but-much-still-needs-to-be-worked-out
https://kvnr.nl/en/news/kvnr-the-situation-in-and-around-the-strait-of-hormuz-remains-highly-uncertain

KVNR: The situation in and around the Strait of Hormuz remains highly uncertain

The situation in and around the Strait of Hormuz remains highly uncertain. After a period in
which temporary opportunities for safe passage emerged under the previously concluded...

13-07-2026

Don't let ETS revenues go to waste, reinvest them in clean shipping!

Nowadays, we put a price on more and more things. CO82 is no exception. With the



https://kvnr.nl/en/news/kvnr-the-situation-in-and-around-the-strait-of-hormuz-remains-highly-uncertain
https://kvnr.nl/en/news/dont-let-ets-revenues-go-to-waste-reinvest-them-in-clean-shipping
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https://kvnr.nl/en/news/dont-let-ets-revenues-go-to-waste-reinvest-them-in-clean-shipping

