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Minister for Foreign Trade and Development Aid

Last Wednesday, Annet Koster and Nathan Habers visited Minister Reinette Klever for Foreign
Trade and Development Aid on behalf of the KVNR to get acquainted.

An important introduction, because the shipping industry is pre-eminently an international industry
and our members sail worldwide. That is one of the many ways Dutch shipowners contribute to
the earning capacity of the Netherlands. And although entrepreneurship should mainly be left to
entrepreneurs, government support is needed on a regular basis. For instance, an embassy can
offer a helping or even a redeeming hand in case of problems abroad.

Accordingly, during the pleasant and positive acquaintance, we discussed on topics such as.

For instance, as a result of Brexit, the Netherlands could make efforts to persuade important
maritime organisations such as financial institutions and insurance companies to establish
themselves in EU Member State the Netherlands.

The importance to the Netherlands of the Dutch quality flag on seagoing vessels;

The essential contribution of the Dutch postal network worldwide in supporting Dutch
businesses

The great value of export credit insurance (ekv) as an instrument for Dutch business;

Safe and free navigation, especially against the backdrop of geopolitical developments such as
we have seen for over a year now in the Red Sea region;

Being mindful of regulatory pressure on companies, resulting from laws and regulations such
as the CSRD and CSDD;

In order to strengthen the Dutch position in the maritime field internationally, opportunities
need to be seized.



We are grateful for the Netherlands' commitment to Dutch companies trading beyond its borders.
It was good to see that the minister really has the shipping industry and the interests of Dutch
shipowners at heart.

In talks with Minister Barry Madlener

Earlier, Annet Koster and Louis Stolper entered into talks on behalf of the KVNR with
Minister Barry Madlener of the Ministry of Infrastructure and Water Management (IenW)

This ministry's responsibilities include Dutch shipping policy and the ILT  . Intrested in how
this conversation went? Read it here...
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Statement KVNR: reopening Strait of Hormuz

The KVNR has taken relieved note of the ceasefire agreement between the United States
and Iran, which seems to have prevented the further escalation previously announced in t…
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May 20: KVNR Networking Event

The Royal Association of Dutch Shipowners (KVNR) is organizing the spring edition of its
Networking Event on Wednesday, May 20, 2026. The event will take place at the Mariënhof…
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Developments in the Middle East

Since Saturday, February 28, 2026, the security situation in the Persian Gulf, Strait of
Hormuz, and adjacent waters has deteriorated due to the armed conflict in the Middle East…
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