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The farewell of Thomas Rehder

The last ECSA board meeting of 2024 took place this week. Although the actual meeting was
yesterday, the board already got together on Monday for a farewell dinner in honour of Thomas
Rehder, board member of the German shipowners' association VDR and former ECSA president.

The KVNR would like to thank Thomas Rehder for his invaluable role in strengthening the maritime
sector and promoting cooperation between different stakeholders in the industry.

The following day, the board met again to discuss the industry's current affairs, challenges and
opportunities, led by ECSA president Karin Orsel. Partly due to the ambitions of the new European
Commission as well as turbulent global developments, many topics were discussed. We will be
highlighting three topics

The EU Emissions Trading Scheme (EU-ETS)  has been extended to maritime shipping from 1
January 2024. The board discussed the planned review of EU ETS and how the revenues from the
trading system can contribute to the further sustainability of maritime shipping.

The board also concluded that more people who want to work on board or ashore will be needed in
the maritime sector in the coming years. Here, the board stressed the importance of not losing
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sight of the current generation of seafarers. The energy transition requires new knowledge and
skills from the workforce. Making the right training courses available and deepen the level of
knowledge are essential for the survival of the sector.

The board also looked ahead to the European Shipping Summit which will take place in the new
year on the 19th and 20th of March in Brussels. The aim of the Summit is to bring together
European stakeholders and shipowners to look together at the challenges and opportunities in the
maritime sector.
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Statement KVNR: reopening Strait of Hormuz

The KVNR has taken relieved note of the ceasefire agreement between the United States
and Iran, which seems to have prevented the further escalation previously announced in t…
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May 20: KVNR Networking Event

The Royal Association of Dutch Shipowners (KVNR) is organizing the spring edition of its
Networking Event on Wednesday, May 20, 2026. The event will take place at the Mariënhof…
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Developments in the Middle East

Since Saturday, February 28, 2026, the security situation in the Persian Gulf, Strait of
Hormuz, and adjacent waters has deteriorated due to the armed conflict in the Middle East…
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