Ship recycling
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Global regulations are needed to recycle ships in a way that is responsible for
people and the environment. The KVNR calls for the Hong Kong International
Convention to prevail over all other international regulations and for regional
regulations on ship recycling to be reviewed and repealed.

Why is this important?

Ship recycling is a circular process: nearly every part of a ship is reused. In some countries,
however, the methods of recycling fall short. Thus raising concerns about worker safety and
environmental protection. This has led to the development of regulations that aim to ensure ship
recycling is conducted in a way that is both socially and environmentally responsible.

For example, the European Ship Recycling Regulation + , which came into force in 2013, is a
region-specific regulation designed to promote safe and environmentally friendly ship recycling.
Under this regulation, EU-flagged ships can only be recycled at ship recycling facilities within the
EU that have been approved by an EU member state. Outside the EU, they must be recycled at
facilities that are listed on the European Commission's approved ship recycling facilities list.

Additionally, the Basel Convention affects ship recycling by regulating the cross-border movement
of hazardous waste and its disposal, which also applies to ship recycling facilities.

Unfortunately, both the European Ship Recycling Regulation and the Basel Convention are regional
in scope and apply only within the agreed upon regions. However, people, planet and the industry
would benefit more from global agreements. One such agreement is the Hong Kong International
Convention, adopted in 2009, which closely aligns with the European Ship Recycling Regulation but
is globally applicable. This convention sets requirements for ship recycling facilities and
shipowners worldwide and is set to enter into force on June 26, 2025.



It is crucial, however, that international regulations do not conflict with regional laws as they come

into force.

State of Affairs

European list of approved facilities for ship recycling.

NB: European list of ship recycling facilities as referred to in Article 16 of Regulation (EU) No. 1257/2013.
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How should we solve it?

The KVNR believes that the Hong Kong Convention is the key instrument for properly and
effectively regulating ship recycling on a global scale. Since it applies worldwide, the convention
ensures a level playing field and eliminates opportunities to bypass regulations.

The KVNR also maintains the position that the Hong Kong Convention should take precedence over
all other international regulations related to ship recycling, such as the Basel Convention. No room
should be allowed for any legal uncertainty.

While the IMO + issued a circular in October 2024 (HKSRC.2/Circ.1) providing some clarification, it
still does not fully ensure that a ship slated for recycling in compliance with the Hong Kong
Convention—and possessing an international ‘ready for recycling’ certificate—will not face issues
due to the Basel Convention.

The KVNR, therefore, urges the Basel Convention Secretariat to issue a written declaration as soon
as possible, and no later than June 26, 2025, stating that the Basel Convention's provisions do not
apply to transboundary movements governed by the Hong Kong Convention.
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In essence, the KVNR advocates for the Hong Kong Convention to take precedence over the Basel
Convention in matters of ship recycling.

State of Affairs - November 1, 2024

On June 30, 2023, Bangladesh became the final key member state to sign the Hong Kong
Convention. However, the convention did not enter into force immediately, as it only takes effect
24 months after specific conditions are met: it must cover 40% of the world fleet and 3% of global
ship recycling capacity.

In October 2024, the IMO issued a circular providing clarification. Despite this clarification,
uncertainty persists. There is still no assurance that ships recycled in accordance with the Hong
Kong Convention will not conflict with the Basel Convention, which governs cross-border waste
shipments.

Expert & press contact

Author



Niels van de Minkelis
DIRECTOR SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENT

+31(0)6 4824 0287
minkelis@kvnr.nl

Nathan Habers
DIRECTOR COMMUNICATIONS AND EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

+31(0)6 5200 0788
habers@kvnr.nl

Related items...

Russian Mariners Still Indispensable for Dutch Fleet

Minister Barry Madlener (Infrastructure and Water Management) seems to understand the
consequences of a general ban on sailing with Russian captains and opts for a more...
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The Brussels Update: April

In this new episode of The Brussels Update one central question is posed: how do we
prepare seafarers for changes in the maritime sector?
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Port Fees the Adjusted Proposal

For some time now, potential port fees from America have grabbed the attention of
maritime shipping. On February 27, the first proposal for these port fees was published....
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